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“Weapons of mass destruction cannot be 
uninvented. But they can be outlawed, as biological 
and chemical weapons already have been, and their 

use made unthinkable. Compliance, verification 
and enforcement rules can, with the requisite will, 
be effectively applied. And with that will, even the 

eventual elimination of nuclear weapons is not 
beyond the world’s reach.”

—Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission, 2006

Inside a US Titan II missile silo, 
later destroyed in compliance 
with the SALT II Treaty.

Workers examine shattered 
concrete and twisted wire at a 
destroyed Titan II missile silo in 
Arkansas, 1987.



EFFORTS TO CONTROL AND ELIMINATE NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

Many governments and political leaders have, since the dawn of the nuclear 
age, recognized the grave danger and responsibility that go with the possession 
of weapons of such unprecedented power. Negotiations and treaties attempt to 
avoid the worst consequences of such power.

1961 

The first Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone treaty, the Antarctic Treaty, 
goes into force. So far, there are nine recognized zones that have 
been established or that are in the process of being established by 
multilateral treaties or by UN resolution. 

1963

To prevent contamination from nuclear fallout, the Partial Test Ban 
Treaty restricts all nuclear testing to underground testing.

1967

The Treaty of Tlatelolco creates a Latin America nuclear-weapons-
free zone.

1970

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty enters into force; 190 states 
have ratified the treaty to date. 

1978

The United Nations General Assembly’s Special Session on 
Disarmament is held.

1987

The New Zealand Nuclear Free Zone, Disarmament, and Arms 
Control Act prohibits the stationing of nuclear weapons on the 
territory of New Zealand and the entry into New Zealand waters of 
nuclear-armed or propelled ships.

1988

The Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty, signed by the United States 
and the Soviet Union, eliminates an entire class of nuclear weapons, 
those with a range between 500 and 5,000 km.

1989

The Berlin Wall falls as East Germany opens its borders with West 
Germany, marking the end of the Cold War.

1995

178 states agree to extend the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
indefinitely.

1996

The Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty is adopted at the United 
Nations General Assembly. To date, it has been signed by 177 
states and ratified by 137 but is not yet legally binding.

2000

A review conference of the parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty is held in New York. Steps to nuclear disarmament include 
the unequivocal promise of the total elimination of nuclear arsenals. 
This momentum unfortunately did not continue.

2005

The United Nations General Assembly adopts the International 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism.

2006

The Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission, an independent 
commission funded by the Swedish government and chaired by Hans 
Blix, presents its report, “Weapons of Terror,” to United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, offering sixty concrete proposals on 
how the world could be freed of nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons.

US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev 
sign the Intermediate Nuclear Forces 
Reduction Treaty, 1987.



“We can work together for a better world 
with men and women of goodwill… 
Mankind’s universal values of love, 

compassion, solidarity, caring and tolerance 
should form the basis for this global ethic 
which should permeate culture, politics, 

trade, religion and philosophy.”

Wangari Muta Maathai was born in Nyeri, Kenya, in 
1940. She received a doctorate from the University 
of Nairobi where she also taught. She was the first 
woman in central or eastern Africa to hold a Ph.D., 
and the first woman head of a university department 
in Kenya. In the late 1970s Maathai became active 
in the National Council of Women of Kenya, where 
she developed a grassroots organization committed 
to planting trees in order to prevent soil erosion and 
provide firewood. 

The Greenbelt Movement grew very fast. By the 
early 1980s there were estimated to be 600 tree 
nurseries, involving 2,000 – 3,000 women. About 
2,000 public green belts with about a thousand 
seedlings each had been established and over half-
a-million school children were involved. By the end of 
1993 the women reported that they had planted over 
20 million trees on their farms and on school and 
church grounds.

In recent years, Maathai has evolved from one 
of Africa’s leading environmentalists to one of 
Kenya’s most visible political dissidents. She is 
also an elected member of Parliament and served 
as Assistant Minister for Environment and Natural 
Resources in 2003-2005. Maathai was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for “her contribution to 
sustainable development, democracy and peace”—
the first African woman to receive the award.

Wangari Maathai
Founder of Greenbelt 
Movement in Africa

“A nuclear-weapon-free world would be 
safer than the present one. But the danger 
of the ultimate catastrophe would still be 

there. The only way to prevent it is to abolish 
war altogether. War must cease to be an 

admissible social institution. We must learn 
to resolve our disputes by means other  

than military confrontation.”

Joseph Rotblat (1908-2005) was born in Warsaw, 
Poland, where he received his education in physics.  
In 1939 he went to England to do research on nuclear 
energy, and in 1944 he traveled to the United States 
to work in the Manhattan Project development of the 
atomic bomb. After only a few months, Rotblat began 
to question the use of the bomb and left the project. 
He was the only physicist to quit the project as a 
matter of conscience at this stage of development.

Rotblat returned to England to work in medical physics 
and began to research the effects of nuclear fallout. 
He was the youngest signatory of the Russell-Einstein 
anti-nuclear manifesto, and an outspoken critic of the 
nuclear arms race. His work was a major contribution 
to the agreement of the Partial Test Ban Treaty. 

Rotblat was secretary general of the Pugwash 
Conferences on Science and World Affairs from its 
founding until 1973. The Pugwash Conferences 
bring together scholars and public figures from 
around the world in an effort to reduce the danger 
of armed conflict and create cooperative solutions 
to global problems. In conjunction with the Pugwash 
Conferences, Rotblat was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1995. 

Joseph Rotblat
Physicist Worked for World Peace

Peace Heroes 
Throughout history, courageous women, men and children have stood up for their beliefs, 
made sacrifices for others, worked for peace. Some of these people became famous for their 
efforts, others labor behind the scenes. Today, countless people continue to work for the 
abolition of weapons and the end to war. 

“We have much to share in order to achieve  
by nonviolent struggle the abolition of 

injustice and the attainment of a more just 
and humane society for all. We know  

we cannot plant seeds with closed fists.  
To sow we must open our hands.”

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel was born in Buenos Aires 
in 1931. A sculptor and architect, he became an 
advocate for social reform and nonviolence in Latin 
America. 

Pérez Esquivel spoke out against the terrorism 
of both the left and the right and was persecuted 
by both sides. He worked on behalf of the 
desaparecidos, political prisoners who were 
“disappeared” by the Argentine military junta. He 
himself was arrested and tortured in 1977 and held 
for 14 months without charge.

His work as secretary-general of Peace and Justice 
(Paz y Justicia), an ecumenical organization 
established in 1974 to coordinate human rights 
activities throughout Latin America, brought him the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1980.

Pérez Esquivel lectured and traveled extensively. He 
continued to be an outspoken advocate of human 
rights into the 21st century.

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel
Dedicated his Life to Peace  

and Justice



“I believe in morality, in justice, in 
humanitarianism. We must recognize now 

that the power to destroy the world by the use 
of nuclear weapons is a power that cannot be 

used — we cannot accept the idea of  
such monstrous immorality.”

Linus Pauling (1901-1994) was born in Portland, 
Oregon. In 1925 he received a doctorate from the 
California Institute of Technology and remained on 
its teaching staff until 1963. Pauling was a noted 
chemist and physicist, responsible for numerous 
breakthrough discoveries. He won the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1954 for his work on chemical bonds.

Pauling’s wife, Ava Helen, was an activist who helped 
propel her husband into the peace movement. 
After the development of the atomic bomb, 
Pauling recognized the perils of atomic fallout and 
campaigned widely against nuclear weapons.

In 1958, Pauling presented the United Nations with 
a petition for nuclear disarmament signed by Albert 
Schweitzer, Bertrand Russell, Albert Einstein and 
11,000 other scientists and Nobel laureates. 

Pauling won the Nobel Peace Prize for his anti-war 
work in 1962, making him the only person to have 
won two unshared Nobel prizes.

Linus Pauling
Humanitarian Campaigned 

 Against War

“We are deeply, passionately dedicated to the 
cause of nonviolence, to the force of truth 

and love, to soul-force. To those who say that 
we are naive, utopian idealists, we say that 
we are the only realists, and that those who 
continue to support militarism in our time 
are supporting the progress towards total  

self-destruction of the human race.”

Betty Williams was born in Belfast in 1943 and went 
to Catholic elementary and primary schools. When 
she won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1976 she was 
a 33 year-old office receptionist, wife and mother of a 
14 year-old son and a six-year-old daughter.

Williams shared the Nobel Prize with Mairead 
Corrigan, who co-founded the Northern Ireland Peace 
Movement (later renamed Community of Peace 
People). The movement was inspired by an incident 
in which an Irish Republican Army gunman was shot 
dead fleeing from British soldiers. His car smashed 
into a family out for a walk. Three children were killed 
and their mother critically injured.

Betty Williams came upon the scene after she heard 
the shot, and Corrigan was the aunt of the dead 
children. This senseless killing of innocent children 
produced a wave of revulsion against the violence 
that had been sweeping Northern Ireland.   

Williams later immigrated to the United States, where 
she was on the faculty of Sam Houston University 
in Texas. She is now head of the Global Children’s 
Foundation and is a stirring lecturer on peace.

Betty Williams
Northern Ireland Peace Activist

“We understand it still that there is no easy 
road to freedom. We know it well that none 

of us acting alone can achieve success.  
We must therefore act together as a united 

people, for national reconciliation,  
for nation building, for the birth of a  

new world. Let there be justice for all.  
Let there be peace for all.”

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was born in Transkei, 
South Africa in 1918. He earned a law degree from 
the University of South Africa in 1942 and was 
prominent in Johannesburg’s youth wing of the African 
National Congress (ANC). In 1952 he became ANC 
deputy national president, advocating nonviolent 
resistance to apartheid. However, after a group of 
peaceful demonstrators were massacred in 1960 
in Sharpeville, Mandela organized a branch of the 
ANC to carry out guerrilla warfare against the white 
government. 

After being acquitted on charges of treason in 
1961, Mandela was arrested in 1964, convicted of 
sabotage and sentenced to life in prison. During his 
time in prison he became the leading symbol of South 
Africa’s oppressed black majority.

Nelson Mandela was released on February 18, 1990.  
After his release, he plunged wholeheartedly into his 
life’s work for peace and justice. In 1991, Mandela 
was elected President of the ANC while his lifelong 
friend and colleague, Oliver Tambo, became the 
organization’s National Chairperson.

Mandela won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. He 
was the first democratically elected President of 
South Africa from May 1994 through June 1999. 
In December 1999, Mandela was appointed by a 
group of African nations to mediate the ethnic strife 
in Burundi; the Arusha accords, a Tutsi-Hutu power-
sharing agreement, were finalized in 2001. Now in his 
80s, Mandela continues to work for peace.

Nelson Mandela
South African Leader Lives for Peace



Competition 
Between Despair 

and Hope

Every year since 1983, Daisaku Ikeda, president of the 
Soka Gakkai International Buddhist association, has issued 
a peace proposal to the United Nations and leaders of 
countries around the world. In 2007, Ikeda’s proposal 
marked the 50th anniversary of the condemnation of 
nuclear weapons by the Soka Gakkai’s second president, 
Josei Toda.

In his 2007 peace proposal, Ikeda proposed an 
International Decade of UN Action for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons in partnership with civil society. 

Ikeda continues to meet with world leaders to discuss 
nuclear abolition and the creation of a culture of peace. His 
published dialogues include those with Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Linus Pauling and Joseph Rotblat.

The SGI has developed grassroots activities to carry on 
Toda’s spirit, including anti-nuclear exhibitions and collecting 
and publishing the memories of those who survived war. 

SGI  ACTIVIT IES FOR PEACE AND 
NUCLEAR ABOLIT ION

 Petition Drives:

In 1975, young members of the SGI in Japan presented 10 
million signatures calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons 
and the elimination of war to the Secretary General of the 
United Nations.

In 1998, SGI members collected more than 13 million 
signatures for the Abolition 2000 petition, presented to the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty Preparatory Committee and to the UN.

 Publications:

Between 1974 and1985, young members of the SGI in 
Japan compiled and published more than 3,000 World War II 
experiences from victims of war and the atomic bomb.

The Women’s Peace Committee of the SGI in Japan published 
a 20-volume work of women’s war experiences. In 2005, the 
Women’s Peace Committee also made an educational DVD 
including the accounts of 31 women war survivors.

 Exhibitions:

“Nuclear Arms: Threat to Our World” was organized by the SGI 
with the UN Department of Public Information and the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It opened at the UN Headquarters in 
1982 and was viewed by 1.2 million people in 25 cities in 16 
countries.

“Nuclear Arms: Threat to Humanity,” launched in 1996, is an 
updated version of “Threat to Our World.” It was viewed by a 
half million people in eight Latin American countries.

“Linus Pauling and the Twentieth Century” tells the story 
of the tireless campaigner for peace and nuclear abolition. 
Since 1998 the exhibit has toured seven cities in the United 
States and five cities in Japan. It was shown at the UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris in 2003 and has been visited by more 
than one million people. 

“Peace is a competition 
between despair and  
hope, between 
disempowerment and 
committed persistence.”

—Daisaku IkedaDaisaku Ikeda and Mikhail Gorbachev
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Declaration 
Calling for the 
Abolition of 
Nuclear Weapons
In September 1957, Josei 
Toda, then president of 
the Soka Gakkai Buddhist 
association in Japan, made 
a passionate speech to 
thousands of its young 
members in which he 
condemned the use of 
nuclear weapons in the 
strongest possible language. 
He believed that, on a deep 
level, the struggle is not about 
weapons but about the destructive aspect of human 
nature that seeks to destroy others and underlies the 
very existence of nuclear weapons. 

Toda said: “It is my wish to go further, to attack the 
problem at its root. I want to expose and rip out the claws 
that lie hidden in the very depths of such weapons.”

Toda believed that since human beings created the atomic 
bomb, human beings must ensure its abolition. He wanted to 
communicate to his listeners that a religious sense of purpose 
cannot be fulfilled in isolation but must be part of a larger social 
and human mission. 

Through this declaration, Toda entrusted young people with 
the task of inspiring this conviction in others, urging them to 
conduct dialogue based on a belief in the preciousness of 
human life and the human capacity for wisdom, courage and 
compassion. He wanted his audience to arouse and call 
forth those qualities in others and communicate to them 
the imperative of taking action toward nuclear abolition.

“We, the citizens of the 
world, have an inviolable 
right to live. Anyone 
who tries to jeopardize 
this right is a devil 
incarnate, a fiend,  
a monster.”
—Josei Toda




